














Hilde Cracks the Case is a fictional series, 
but each book is inspired by a news story 
Hilde has covered in real life. Young readers 
will learn about the process of reporting as 
they tag along with Hilde on her journalistic 
adventures. Each book even closes with a 
fictional news article. 

www.scholastic.com/Branches

HC: 978-1-338-14156-6 · $15.99
PB: 978-1-338-14155-9 · $4.99
EBK: 978-1-338-14157-3 · $4.99

HC: 978-1-338-14159-7 · $15.99
PB: 978-1-338-14158-0 · $4.99
EBK: 978-1-338-14160-3 · $4.99

HC: 978-1-338-14162-7 · $15.99 
PB: 978-1-338-14161-0 · $4.99
EBK: 978-1-338-14163-4 · $4.99

Reporter and author Hilde Lysiak is the ten-year-old publisher of Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania’s monthly newspaper, 

the Orange Street News. The paper has 700+ paid subscribers and is read by hundreds of thousands more on her 

website. Hilde's journalism efforts have been profiled in the New York Times, Columbia Journalism Review, the 

New York Daily News, NBC Today, and hundreds of other newspapers and television stations around the world. 

Hilde is cowriting Hilde Cracks the Case with her dad, Matthew Lysiak. 

Matthew Lysiak, coauthor of the Hilde Cracks the Case series, is a nationally recognized journalist and author. 

He has reported for the New York Daily News, Newsweek, the New York Sun, AM New York, and the Guardian. 

He coauthored the young adult memoir of teen scientist Jack Andraka, Breakthrough: How One Teen Innovator 

Is Changing the World, and is also the author of Newtown: An American Tragedy. 

Joanne Lew-Vriethoff, illustrator of the Hilde Cracks the Case series, was born in Malaysia and grew up in Los 

Angeles. She received her BA in Illustration from Art Center College of Design in Pasadena. Today, Joanne lives in 

Amsterdam, where she spends much of her time illustrating children’s books.
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Art copyright © 2017 by 
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About the writer for this guide:
Cyndi Giorgis is an avid reader of books for children and young adults. She has served on the Newbery, Caldecott, Geisel Award committees, and Pura Belpré Committees. She is 

currently a professor of children’s and young adult literature at the University of Texas at El Paso. She enjoys reading aloud in elementary classrooms and experiencing the joy of 

children’s responses to books. Cyndi writes books, articles, and curriculum guides that highlight effective strategies for sharing literature with children. She also loves a good mystery! 

Pick a book. Grow a reader! 
Scholastic’s early chapter book line, Branches, is aimed at newly independent readers.  

With easy-to-read text, high-interest content, fast-paced plots, and illustrations on every page, these 
books will boost reading confidence and stamina. Branches books help readers grow!

Hilde Cracks the Case is the first mystery series in the Branches line, and we are confident that young 
readers and budding reporters everywhere are going to love solving crimes with Hilde!

For more information on Branches and a guide to using all Branches series with students,  
visit www.scholastic.com/branches.

Nine-year-old crime reporter Hilde Lysiak is starring 
in her very own early chapter book series! 

MORE 
BOOKS 
COMING 
SOON!
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